
Flood Safety 101: 
Do not walk through flowing water.  Drowning is the number one cause of flood deaths, mostly during 
flash floods.  Currents can be deceptive; six inches of water can knock you off your feet.  In standing 
water use a pole or stick to ensure the ground has not given way. 

Do not drive through a flooded area.  More people drown in their cars than anywhere else, do not drive 
around road barriers; the road or bridge may be washed away. 

Stay away from power lines and electrical wires.  The number two flood killer is electrocution.  Electrical 
current can travel through water, so report any downed lines.  Remember also some appliances can 
hold a charge, so do not use electric motors or appliances that have been wet until they are checked by 
an electrician. 

Look out for animals, especially snakes.  Small animals that have been flooded out of their homes may 
seek shelter in yours.  Use a pole or stick to poke and turn things over and scare away small animals.  
Remember they may be scared and may not act normal, do not put yourself between the animal and its 
escape route. 

Look before you step.  After a flood, the ground and floors are covered with debris including broken 
bottles and nails.  Floors and stairs that have been covered with mud can be very slippery. 

Be alert for gas leaks.  Use a flashlight to inspect for damage.  Don’t smoke or use candles, lanterns, or 
open flames unless you know the gas has been turned off and the area has been ventilated. 

Shut off Electric and Gas.  If a flood event is eminent shut off Gas and Electric to prevent damage to the 
structure and protect against explosion or electrocution. 

Potable water can be a health hazard.  Be sure to check with water department or health department, 
or to boil or sterilize water before using for consumption. 

Radio broadcasts.  Listen to the radio for National Weather Service broadcast bulletins to hear 
information on flooding conditions.  

  



Turn Around, Don’t Drown!!!!!  You are not sure what the conditions are under the surface!!!!! 

 

I know where the road is; I drive through here every day!  A little water over the road is no big deal.  Six 
inches of water can move a small vehicle; twelve to eighteen can move a large car or sport utility 
vehicle.  Your life or the life of someone who is with you is not worth the risk involved.  Please in a flood 
event seek higher ground.  A car hitting water can alter the control you have on steering and can be like 
hitting a wall; even traveling as slow as 10 MPH.  Remember we live in West Virginia, the mountain 
state, greatest state in the Unites States, mountainous terrain will only add to the velocity of the water 
making it more forceful.  Never underestimate the power and force of water! 

I don’t live in a floodplain.  Even if you do not live in a regulated special flood hazard area; flooding can 
and will affect you.  Small streams and creeks can flood and have a devastating effect on the community 
just as much as a large river can.  Small streams can wash away roads, houses, and lives just as much as 
a major river.  Keep children away from streams and storm drains in flood events and times of high 
water.  Water that may look calm and tranquil may hide dangers. 

Contact your local officials for more information related to your area and special conditions relating to 
flooding. 


